Persistent Drought and

Water Supply Outlook for the
Columbia River Basin

(and why Is this drought so wet?)
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Spring-Summer 2025 was exceptionally hot and dry
+3.9 deg F summer (statewide);® warmest in 130-yr record

Pacific Northwest - Mean Temperature
April - September 2025, Percentile




DECEMBER 2025

Temperature

Mean Daily Temperature Anomaly, Last Full Month
2025/12/01 - 2025/12/31

°F from 1991-
2020 mean

December temperatures +6.4F,

warmest in 130year record
Karin Bumbaco, WA State Climatology Office

Precipitation

Total Precipitation Anomaly, Last Full Month
2025/12/01 - 2025/12/31

Srand Forks
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percent of 1991-
2020 mean

December precipitation 176%, %

wettest

La Nina present through falwinter 2025-26

Normal: 1990-2020
Record: 18952025



CW3E Event Summary: 8-12 December 2025

Hydrologic Observations

Maximum Observed Flood Stage WENATCHEE - AT PESHASTIN (PESW1)
Valid: 8-13 Dec 2025 Latest Observation: 15,1311 1211212025 0915 PST
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Data Courtesy: NOAA NWS Northwest River Forecast Center. htips:iwww.riwrfc noaa.gov/ . R
Credit: Northwest River Forecast Center

« Significant inland penetration of the AR and heavy rainfall over the crest of the Cascades also caused significant riverine flooding
in central Washington.

« The Wenatchee River at Peshastin exceeded major flood stage, peaking at 17.10 feet on 11 Dec. This is the 3 highest peak
stage observed at this location.
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Observed Precipitation

NWS Stage IV 96-h QPE
Valid: 4 AM PST 12 Dec 2025
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[ln] Data Courtesy. NOAA NWS Nalional Water Prediction Service, hilps /iwaler.noaa.gov

Turbid Yakima River entering Columbia R
major flood stage.

Photo: Tom Elliott



Mean Daily Temperature Anomaly, Since Oct 1
10/01/2025 to 04/09/2026
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Total Precipitation Anomaly, Since Oct 1
10/01/2025 to 04/09/2026
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SWE, % of Median
April 9, 2026
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

Past Drought Comparison
Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)
Pacific Northwest RegiecnMid April 2026
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Precipitation Accumulation (in.)

Past Drought Comparison

Cumulative Precipitation

Pacific Northwest Region
Oct 11 April 14
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Reservoir Storage

7 YT Reservoir Storage
MAR 2026 et Percent of POR Median
R Tt 7"-._; End of March, 2026
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p Selected Stations: 997 ‘
' . ! Gy \/5F Middle Columbia

Snow Water Equivalent

31% of NRCS 1991-2020 Median
April 9, 2026, end of day
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Stats. Shading
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

p Stations (18 / 22 used)
p Parameters
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Basin Metadata

p Data Reports

1991-2020 vs 1981-2010 Normals
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Middle Columbia Snowpack Compared to Recent Drought Years
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p Selected Stations: Print/Export
Klickitat
‘ Snow Water Equivalent
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

40

30

20

10
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Deschutes Basin Snowpack
4/14/2026
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Stats. Shading
— 2026 (18 sites)
- 2018 (18 sites)
——— 2015 (18 sites)
——— 2005 (18 sites)

40 |Current as of 04/14/2026:
% of Median - 9%

% Median Peak - 7%

Days Since Median Peak - 18
30 Percentile - 0

20

Nov 1 Jan 1 Mar 1 May 1 Jul 1

_—
o

£
4+t
c
Q2
]
2z
>

o
Ll
e
]
-
2
=
o
c
n




John Day Basin Snowpack

4/14/2026
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Map released: Thurs. April 9, 2026
Data valid: April 7, 2026 at 8 a.m. EDT

Intensity

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)
@ D3 (Extreme Drought)
Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)
B No Data

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook

Valid for April 1 - June 30, 2026
Drou_ght Tendency During the Valid Period

Released March 31, 2026

Consistency adjustment

based on Monthly

47 Drought Outlook for
G April 2026

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists
Drought remains,

Author:
Brad Pugh
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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Precipitation
Seasonal Precipitation Outlook 7

Valid: Apr-May-Jun 2026
Issued: March 19, 2026
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Temperature
Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Apr-May-Jun 2026
Issued: March 19, 2026




ENSO Forecast
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NOAA CPC ENSO Strength Probabilities (issued April 2026)

based on thresholds in ERSSTvS Relative Nifio-3.4 index
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Season
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ND)

Very Strong El Nifio
index = 2.0°C
strong El Mifia

B ;g0 < index < 2.0°C
Maderate El Nifio
1.0°C = index < 1,5°C
Weak El Nifio
0.5°C = index < 1.0°C
Meutral

B2 _0.5°C < index < 0.5°C
Weak La Nina

3 5.5°C = index = -1.0°C
Maderate La Hifia

B3 1.0°C 2 index > -1.5°C
strong La Mifia

B 05 5eC = index > -2.0°C
Vary Strong La Nifia

N ex = -2.0°C

Stronger events do not always
mean bigger weather and chimate
impacts. Stronger events can
make it more Nkely that certain
impacts could ocour
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Percent of POR Average
October 1, 2025 through
March 31, 2026
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® Average missing
Watershed Boundaries
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Conservation Service
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Water Supply Forecast and Observed Runoff

Umatilla R to Bonneville Dam

_ Water Supply Forecast
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. COLUMBIA - THE DALLES DAM (TDAQ3) Natural Volume Forecasts
Forecasts for Water Year 2026 COLUMBIA - THE DALLES DAM
Period APR to SEP -- Water Year 2026
Natural Forecast 151 [ T T T 7
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| ower Columbia
below Bonneville

APRSEP Runoff Forecast (% Avg)

A Cowlitz at Castlerock 72%

A Toutle nr Silver Lake 73%

A Lewis T Merwin Dam 67%

A Sandy T Sandy 83%

A Willamette T Oregon City 65%
A Clackamas 1 Oregon City 72%
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Walla Walla

Umatilla 1T Pendleton 45%
Snake T Ice Harbor 78%

Yakima T Parker 65%
Wenatchee 1 Peshastin 68%
Entiat T Ardenvoir 86%

Chelan T Lake Chelan Dam 73%
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Okanogan T Malott 91%
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Recent Washington Drought Declarations

Washington Drought Declaration Areas g (<o.0cr

. Drought Declaration

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY

State of Washington




Recent Oregon Drought Declarations
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Drought Declaration Process

A 1. Hydrologic threshold : <75%
normal water supply

A 2. Hardship threshold
A Emergency Drought grants

A Expedite emergency water
transfer applications

A Geographic Scale: Watershed
level up to state level

DEPARTMENT OF

ECoLoayY

A Initiated by county

A Drought Readiness Councifr
Governor

A Expedite emergency water use
permits

A Temporary water transfers
A Instream leases




