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All Life is dependent upon Water.  The 
People must, above all, utilize water 
with wisdom and restraint, and seek to 
avoid its waste.

 Yakama Nation Water Code



Spring-Summer 2025 was exceptionally hot and dry 
+3.9 deg F summer (statewide); 2nd warmest in 130-yr record

Cumulative water deficits 
September streamflows were record low 



Karin Bumbaco, WA State Climatology Office

DECEMBER 2025

December temperatures +6.4oF, 
warmest in 130-year record

December precipitation 176%, 5th 
wettest

Normal: 1990-2020
Record: 1895-2025

La Nina present through fall-winter 2025-26
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Turbid Yakima River entering Columbia River 12/12/2025 at 
major flood stage.

Near Lake Wenatchee, December 2025



Total Precipitation Anomaly, Since Oct 1
10/01/2025 to 04/09/2026

Mean Daily Temperature Anomaly, Since Oct 1
10/01/2025 to 04/09/2026





PRECIP % of average
Oct 1 - April 9

SWE, % of Median
April 9, 2026



Past Drought Comparison
Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) 
Pacific Northwest Region -  Mid April 2026

2026

2015

2005
2001

Median

2026: La Niña (weak)
2015: El Niño (strong)
2005: El Niño (weak)
2001: La Niña - Neutral



Past Drought Comparison
Cumulative Precipitation
Pacific Northwest Region
Oct 1 т April 14
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2026

Median

2005
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Reservoir Storage
MAR 2015





Middle Columbia Snowpack Compared to Recent Drought Years
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Median
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2015

2025
31%





Klickitat Basin Snowpack Compared to Recent Drought Years

2025
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2015

2026

Median

49%



Deschutes Basin Snowpack
 4/14/2026



John Day Basin Snowpack
 4/14/2026







Global SST Departures (oC)

ENSO Forecast



Observed Runoff
Water Year to Mar 31



Water Supply Forecast and Observed Runoff
Umatilla R to Bonneville Dam

APR-SEP 
VOLUME 
(KAF)

% OF 
AVG

OBSERVED 
RUNOFF
OCT 1 т APR 8
% of AVG

John Day т Service Cr 270 32 59

Umatilla т Pendleton 105 43 64

Hood т Tucker 189 70 97

Klickitat т ab WF 102 71

Klickitat т Pitt 430 78 109

White Salmon т 
Underwood

316 81 118

Deschutes т Biggs 1604 84 80

Columbia R т The Dalles 94,160 93 114



Columbia River
Bonneville Dam 95%
The Dalles Dam 95%
John Day Dam 96%
McNary Dam 97%
Priest Rapids 106%
Wanapum 106%
Rock Island Dam 106%
Rocky Reach Dam 107%
Wells Dam 107%
Chief Joseph 108%
Grand Coulee 108%



Lower Columbia 
below Bonneville
APR-SEP Runoff Forecast (% Avg)

ÅCowlitz at Castlerock 72%

ÅToutle nr Silver Lake 73%

ÅLewis т Merwin Dam 67%

ÅSandy т Sandy 83%

ÅWillamette т Oregon City 65%

ÅClackamas т Oregon City 72%



Columbia ab Umatilla R
ÅWalla Walla т Touchet 57%
ÅUmatilla т Pendleton 45%
ÅSnake т Ice Harbor 78%
ÅYakima т Parker 65%
ÅWenatchee т Peshastin 68%
ÅEntiat т Ardenvoir 86%
ÅChelan т Lake Chelan Dam 73%
ÅMethow т Pateros 99%
ÅOkanogan т Malott 91%
ÅSpokane т Long Lake 79%



Recent Washington Drought Declarations

2026
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Recent Oregon Drought Declarations



Drought Declaration Process
  

Å1. Hydrologic threshold : <75% 
normal water supply

Å2. Hardship threshold

ÅEmergency Drought grants 

ÅExpedite emergency water 
transfer applications

ÅGeographic Scale: Watershed 
level up to state level

ÅInitiated by county

ÅDrought Readiness Council т 
Governor

ÅExpedite emergency water use 
permits 

ÅTemporary water transfers

ÅInstream leases

Washington
RCW 43.83B

Oregon
ORS 536


