
Honor. Protect. Restore. 

Building Resiliency in Uncertain Times 

DAVID LINDLEY

COLUMBIA GORGE FISHERIES AND WATERSHED SYMPOSIUM

APRIL 21, 2026



To honor, protect, and restore Nch’iWa’na (the Columbia River) its tributaries and 
its resources for the benefit of current and future generations of the Yakama 
people as reserved for them in the Treaty of 1855 (12 Stat 951).



Ceded Area

Yakama Nation Reservation

Columbia River

Northern Territory

Southern Territory

Yakima Subbasin

Yakama Nation Fisheries Focal Areas

Mainstem Columbia & 

Lower Tributaries



“Make it like it was”

    Bill Yallup, Sr.



“The Great Acceleration”



Honor



Honor



Honor



Honor • Shoreline Master Program

• Critical Areas Ordinance

• Floodplain Ordinance

• SEPA Compliance

• Comprehensive Plans



Protect
Yakama Nation DNR Trust Land Transfer

“Return of Tract C Lands”



Protect



Protect



Protect



Protect

White Salmon River 
Conservation Lands Acquisition

Above former Condit Dam

Below former Condit Dam



Protect



Protect



Protect



Restore high calorie

high carbon 



Restore Walaluuks Creek LTPBR



Restore



Restore



Restore Upper Rattlesnake Ck Floodplain Enhancement



Restore Upper Rattlesnake Ck Floodplain Enhancement





Restore Upper Rattlesnake Ck Floodplain Enhancement



Restore



Restore      “reconnect the best restore the rest” 

Brush Ck at 175 Rd
• Reconnect 3.5 miles of habitat

• Longitudinal Connectivity



Restore White Ck Wood Enrichment Phase 2

DS Extent

US Extent

Klickitat River

Brush Creek



Restore

White Ck

White Ck Wood Enrichment Phase 2



Restore

4 Days (23.4 hours):

• 334 turns  (4.2 minutes)

• 423 logs

• 34 log jam complexes

• 2,655,900 lbs. lifted



Restore





“Said the river: imagine everything you can imagine, then keep on going.”

Mary Oliver
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