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Introduction: Early 1900's
• Bullfrogs were brought to the Gorge following a 

boom in frog leg consumption and trade in the 
late 1800's

• Bullfrogs were introduced to provide stock for 
hunting

• A bullfrog farm was established in Glenwood, 
Washington in the 1950's near what is now 
Conboy Lake National Wildlife Refuge



Predation and Competition

• Predators of Oregon spotted 
frogs and hatchling and juvenile 
Western pond turtle

• Compete with Oregon spotted 
frogs for food and habitat

• Reduce or eliminate Western
pond turtle recruitment in the 
Gorge







Removal Efforts

• Six technicians at Conboy 
National Wildlife Refuge in 2020

• Two technicians in the Gorge in 
2024 continuing a project begun 
in the early 1990's by Frank 
Slavens, historically including 
the WDFW and other partners 

• The Gorge Crew increased to 
four technicians in 2025 to keep 
up with a project expansion 
from the year before



Bullfrog Capture

• Gigging spears

• Hand catching

• .22 and .177 air rifles

• Dip netting

• Seining

• Fyke netting





Seasonal Changes

• May through early 
August are essential to 
disrupting spawning 
activity

• Hot nights may result in 
choruses of multiple 
males calling

• Dozens of egg masses 
can be laid in a single 
night in a single pond

• From early August to 
mid-September 
tadpoles 
metamorphose

• Thousands of juveniles 
may move overland on 
rainy nights

• Adults are found 
cannibalizing juveniles 
as they emerge



Progress to Date

• Over 12,000 bullfrogs removed in the Gorge in the last two 
years building on 30 years of steady progress

• One Gorge site has gone without any frogs captured since 2021
• Over 80,000 bullfrogs removed from Conboy
• Significant Changes have been observed in bullfrog presence 

on the landscape



Conboy





Recovery!

• Oregon spotted frog egg mass counts at Conboy NWR now 
exceed historical levels

• The WDFW has correlated an increase in juvenile Western 
pond turtles at one site with the absence of bullfrogs

• Technicians at one site in the Gorge have reported more 
observations of red legged frogs in some ponds
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