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Why 
prescribed 
fire?

Forest health & resiliency Wildlife habitat

Hazardous fuels reduction Home & community 
protection from wildfire

Cultural resources



Red: Historical Fire Regime Group I 
(low- to moderate-severity fires 
every 0-35 yrs)

Haugo et al. 2019
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Mt. Adams Community Forest burns



A timeline of Rx Fire at MARS

2016

First Broadcast Burn
MARS contracted the Center for 
Natural Land Management to lead 
our first prescribed fire (~25 Acres). 
Supported by local partners.

2017

Cross Boundary Burn
A cross boundary burn was led 
by USFWS, about 300 acres 
total, ~55 acres on MACF.

2018

Cross Boundary Burn
Our 2nd cross boundary burn, 
again led by USFWS, about 125 
acres, ~50 on MACF.

2021

Wildfire
On Easter Sunday, local volunteer 
departments were paged out for a 
fire on MACF. Fuel treatments 
allow this fire to be easily 
contained and fire effects were 
desirable.

2022

First MARS-Led Burn
3 Burns led by MARS Staff 
including first WA CPBM 
certification in the state.

2023

Momentum Builds
MARS conducted 2 additional 
burns and supported many more 
across the west. 

Mt. Adams PBA formally launched 
in May with the first 3-day Learn & 
Burn.

Inaugural Columbia Gorge TREX!

2024

First PBA burn
MARS helped staff and lead 
the first small private 
landowner burn (10 ac) in 
association with the Mt. 
Adams PBA.



● Clear and supportive regulations/policy
● More training opportunities
● Collaborative, cross-boundary planning 

and implementation
● Robust workforce
● Expanded public outreach and education

Washington prescribed fire needs

2023 WADNR Prescribed Fire 
Barriers Assessment Report & 

Strategic Action Plan
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October 9-20, 2023
Glenwood, WA





CGTREX participants



21 NWCG training assignments

10 non-NWCG participants

173 acres burned on 
federal and private lands



WADNR 20-Year Strategic 
Forest Health Plan

An all-lands 
approach is needed.
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An all-lands 
approach is needed.
How can we support 
small private 
landowners and non-
agency land 
managers?
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● Clear and supportive regulations/policy (e.g., liability protection)
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● Robust workforce
● Expanded public outreach and education
● Equipment
● Technical assistance
● Funding support

WA private lands prescribed fire needs
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● Coalition of land managers 
and community members

● Mutual support for private 
lands prescribed burning

● Training & workshops
● Equipment cache
● Advocacy in eastern WA 

counties and at the state level

Mt. Adams PBA



2023 Learn & Burn



PLANNING FIRE REVIEW

Timeline of a prescribed fire

Consultation

Burn plan 
templates & review

Assistance with 
permitting

Unit prep resources

Equipment 
cache

Recruiting 
volunteers & 
experienced 
personnel

Monitoring 
support

After-action 
reviews 

Planning 
additional 

entries

A one-stop shop for…



Get in touch

● Email lists for Washington 
Prescribed Fire Council and 
MAPBA for future TREX and 
PBA updates in Washington

● Learn more about MARS at 
mtadamsstewards.org



Questions?

Sarah Allaben
sarah@mtadamsstewards.org, 440-497-8224

mailto:sarah@mtadamsstewards.org

