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Current Bull Trout Populations
Gold & Kachess

15 Local Populations 



Photo by the Daily Record

Bull Trout Rescue



Bull Trout Rescue at Kachess River and Gold Creek

Rescue reaches
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Bull Trout Rescue, Rear, and Release 2017-2022

Fry 5,682

Fry to LaSalle 
2,597 

Fry to Stream 
3,069

2-yr+ olds
to Lake 
1,374* 

Juveniles to Stream
253

Total Bull Trout 
Rescued 
5,935

92% of rescued fish 
are from Kachess

River



Yakama Nation Rescue - Rear - Release

Fry Arrive in August Rear 10 months Release in June

1,374 Juveniles Released



Adaptive Management 

-Condensed Rescue & Transport Period
-Reduced Density
-Increase Feed Frequency
-10 Month Rearing Cycle



Captive Rearing Diet

This will 
be 

great!

Daphnia Brine Shrimp Blood Worms

RBT & Spring Chinook Fry

Krill



Tag & Release

-PIT Tagged

-DNA Collected

-Adipose Clipped

-Weighed 

-Measured

-Acoustic Tagged (>225mm) 



Acoustic Telemetry Monitoring



PIT Tag Monitoring
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Additional Monitoring

Observations:

• 2 LaSalle fish observed during WDFW Demographic 
surveys. (1 Box Canyon & 1 Kachess River)

• 2 LaSalle fish captured and released in Keechelus
tributaries by Paul James of CWU.

• 1 LaSalle fish captured below Kachess Dam by USFWS 
and relocated to Kachess Lake. 

Future Monitoring Goals:

• Deploy additional acoustic tags

• Install additional or upgrade existing PIT tag antenna 
sites

• Continue tagging rescued juveniles and LaSalle releases



Bull Trout Reintroduction

Potential Donor Source

-SF Tieton River

-Indian Creek

-Deep Creek

Reintroduction Streams

-Taneum Creek

-NF Teanaway River

-Waptus River





Hall of Fame

2022: 317mm

2022: 305mm

2021: 270mm



Questions?


