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Transportation Partnership Budget:
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| Scheduled start: Spring 2009
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1-90 along Keechelus Lake
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1-90 Snoqualmie Pass East
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Final Environmental Impact Statement
and Section 4(f) Evaluation
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NEPA: an exercise in balancing project objectives

PURPOSE AND NEED
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Please help us!!!i!
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What is the purpose of wildlife
crossing structures?

The [-90 Project is designing structures to accommodate streams and wildlife passage at
14 specific locations, These locations are called Connectivity Emphasis Areas (CEAs), The
crossing structures will increase safety to the traveling public by reducing collisions
between wildlife and vehicles, and will connect habitat that is currently separated by the
highway.

How will wildlife passage be improved?
WSDOT will-

*  Replace the existing narrow bridges and fish-blocking culverts to accommodate fish and
wildiife movements, with longer, wider bridges and cuiverts

+  Addwildlife exclusion fencing to keep wildlife off the highway

+  Addwildlife overcrossings at strategic locaons
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2 bobcat struggles up a snowvbank created by WSO OT plowving

A desr wpanders next tothe Hyak interchange at rrilepost 55
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Will the 1-90 Project affect
waler resources?

WSDOT has designed the |-90 Project to
have substantial benefits to wetlands, stream
channels, and riparian areas, WSDOT will
restore habitat, connect wetlands, improve
channel migration, enhance groundwater
flow, and improve water quality.
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Bulltront reside in Keeche lus Lake in the projct area and are
listed a= threaened ynder the Endangened Species fot

ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY

What is a hydrologic
connectivity zone?

» Hydrologic connectivity zones (HCZs)
are locations where moving water
through the highway is important for
habitat functions on both sides of the
highway.

® HCZs link wetlands, shallow aquifers
or other hydrologic features, and are
important to stream and upland
habitats,

Hydrologic conneclivity zone (HCZs)
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Landscape Scale Watershed-Based
Design and Mitigation Strategy
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Hydrologic Connectivity Zones

= Small Culverts-

» Used for connecting hydrologic
flows

= Connectivity spaced every 600
feet for small animals

Section View

Upslope 3-sided culvert, bottom lined
wetlands with gravel or rock; sized for
N N4 / small animal passage
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Hydrologic Connectivity Structures Linking Low-Gradient Wetlands
Exhibit 2-2


http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/wildlifecrossings/photo43.htm
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