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The Setting

Rimrock Dam on the Tieton 
River

Pool must be completely 
dewatered



Pool Area:  49,000 square feet;  Pool Volume:  4.5 million gallons







Preparation

















Ready for 
the Bypass









Stranding 
Surveys





After 1 Night of Pumping Almost No Ground is 
Gained – Pumps Malfunction and Can’t Keep Up



Too Much Water From Bypass is 
Returning to the Basin





2nd Full Day of Pumping:  Finally Ground is 
Gained – Weather Turns to Snow





After 56 Hours of Pumping -Time to 
Get to Work: Salvage Begins





Method # 1:  Tangle Netting











ser·en·dip·i·ty n. pl. ser·en·dip·i·ties 
1.The faculty of making fortunate discoveries 
by accident. 

2.  The fact or occurrence of such discoveries. 
3.An instance of making such a discovery.

https://secure.reference.com/premium/login.html?rd=2&u=http%3A%2F%2Fdictionary.reference.com%2Fbrowse%2Fserendipity
https://secure.reference.com/premium/login.html?rd=2&u=http%3A%2F%2Fdictionary.reference.com%2Fbrowse%2Fserendipity


Processing Fish











Biggest Bull of 
the Project

62 cm & 7 lbs







WDFW Radio 
Tagging















Begin Day 2 of Salvage – Beach 
Seining















Near the End of Day 2:  Turbidity 
Excessive and Pumps Need to be Moved



Day 3:  Water has Cleared Showing 
There is Still Work to be Done







Resort to Dip Netting and 
Electrofishing





The Sun Sets on a Successful Salvage 
Project – Only a Few Kokanee Remain



Species # Salvaged # Mortalities
Bull Trout 37 0
O. Mykiss 4,726 25
Cutthroat 9 0
Kokanee 4,400 4,400
Whitefish 387 2
Dace spp. 52 0
Sculpin spp. 100 0
Coho 9 1
Chinook 10 0
Sucker 61 0
Redside Shiner 13 0
Total 9,804 4,428
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Conclusions

Most injury/mortality of target salvage 
species were from electrofishing

O. mykiss appeared to be resident, not 
steelhead

 Bull trout were all sub-adult or adult, likely 
flushed from reservoir and resident in pool
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