
The Yakima Beaver Project



• Used to be lots of beaver that did storage 
and habitat….

• Beavers eliminated by fur trade

• Habitat ills followed….

Background



Goal: Restore upper Yakima watersheds
How?
1. Remove “problem” beavers from valley
2. Place beavers in holding facility
3. Release beaver in key upper watersheds

• Teanaway River – Indian Creek, Jack Creek etc.
• Taneum Creek
• Manastash Creek

4. Monitor success

Yakima Beaver Project Goal



Beaver evolution

Prehistoric GIANT Beaver



The prehistoric GIANT BEAVER 
was the size of a black bear!



Our trees are too small….

Prehistoric Giant Beaver



World’s Longest Beaver Dam……

Spotted from Outer Space by Canadian Ecologist

Beaver Dam = 2790 ft.

Flow

May 2010

Time to build = 20 Years! 
(estimated)

So, are the GIANT 
beavers Extinct?



• Coho rearing in Beaver Ponds 
have much higher fitness and survival.

• Beavers engineer for free

• Beavers store water – water is what fish swim in.

• Beavers are cool!  ….. And…….

Why care about Beaver?



Baseline

2º Warming

Yakima Hydrograph shifts over time

3-Week shift 
earlier!



The plans call for beaver reintroduction



The Methow Beaver ProjectMethow Beaver project example: Step 1 GIS



Methow GIS Analysis: Sub-watershed



Step 2: Capturing a beaver



Typical Lodge cost: 
• 20-25 cinder blocks ($2/block)
• Plywood ($20/sheet)
• Ramp ($20)
• PVC Awning ($40-50)

Temporary beaver “lodge”



Transferring the beaver for delivery



Bringing some play toys along



Carrying the clients to their new home



The new homestead

Temporary Lodge and small pond



Front view Side view

Temporary Lodge and small pond



Oua La!  Water storage and fish rearing



Outreach and Education



The Dare…..



The Dive….



Success!



The little ones don’t  bite…..



A happy ending…..



The End
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