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• One of 14 Regional 

Fisheries Enhancement 

Groups

• Established by the 

Legislature in 1990

• Partner with Landowners, 

Communities and State, 

Tribal and Federal 

Partners to implement 

habitat restoration 

projects that benefit 

salmon and other native 

fish.

• Conduct community 

Outreach and 

Engagement.

Yakima 

River Delta 

Project



Today’s presentation

 Brief history

 What We’ve Learned

 Public Outreach/Stakeholder Engagement

 Project Status

This project is successful due its partners and relies heavily on the technical expertise of Benton 

Conservation District, a Technical Advisory Group, and support and funding from the Yakima Basin 

Integrated Plan among others – thank you!
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www.tri-cityherald.com

City of 
Richland –
Community 
and Private

Fish, Natural 
Resources and Tribal 

Interests

Salmon, 
Steelhead, 
Habitat and 

Water Quality

“The passage barrier at Bateman Island limits 

salmon and steelhead restoration in the Yakima 

Basin, negatively affects treaty-protected tribal 

fishing rights, and reduces recreational fishing 

not just in the Tri-Cities, but the entire Yakima 

River.”

-Phil Rigdon, Deputy Director

Yakama Nation DNR
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Possible Timeline: Yakima Delta, 1135 

August, 2018        Fall, 2021     Winter, 2021 – 2022?    Fall, 2022?       After that



The Continuing Vision

Remove a significant fish passage barrier

 Improve river conditions for migratory salmonids and 
Steelhead

 Improve overall environmental and recreational conditions.

Access

 Address public access 

 New recreational opportunities 

Marina

 Relocation or Design Modification

 Improvements to the Yakima Delta will have long-term 
positive impacts

Continued community outreach and 
engagement with a very vocal local 
Stakeholder group! www.tri-cityherald.com

Bateman After 2017 Fire - Courtesy of News Talk 870
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