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Yakima Side Channels
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Priority Reaches —Easton/Cle Elum,
Kittitas, Naches, Union Gap, & Lower
Naches

> The Yakima Side
Channels (YSC) Project
was Initiated in '97 and Is
co-managed by WDFW
and the Yakama Nation
as part of the Yakima-
Klickitat Fisheries Project
(YKEP).

> The projects aims to
protect high value flood
plain containing healthy.
and functional side
channel, wetland, and
riparian forest habitats.



TThe Bigger Picture
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YSC Acquxlsmon Criteria

> We follow a directed

approach:

o Willing seller

o high value habitat quality
and quantity

e prime spawning and/or
rearing habitat

o critical habitat for listed
Mid-Columbia steelhead
> Preference to properties
that have a water right,
and/or are adjacent to
protected lands.




YSC Project Success

Scatter Creek Side Channel near
Cle Elum.

Protected ~976 acres of
high value habitats In five
priority reaches.

YSC has generated over
$1.5 million in matching,
non-BPA funds for habitat
acquisitions.

Partnered on several
restoration projects (e.q.,
Hanson Ponds, Helmes).



YSC Project Status

Dixon Property near
Cle Elum

Phase 1 Goal: Protect a

total of 2,000 acres of the
most productive
mainstem and side
channels by 2009 (1,024
acres to go).

Complete feasibility
studies and restoration
activities on key.
floodplain reaches.



Acquisition Update
What we aim to protect by
2009

Priority Flood Plains:
>Easton
>Cle Elum
>l.ower Naches
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Easton Flood Plain

Loss Of Lateral Connectivity
--3?:_ To The Easton Holocene Floodplain
From 1884 To 2002

39% of the
Holocene
Floodplain
is still
connected

/‘/ Revetments

// Roads

. Alterations 1884-1915
D Alterations 1916-1964
i Alterations 1965-2002
D Glacial Moraine
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Future Restoration Actions

Remove rip-rap and re-vegetaf-“e_~
SOIIE e L P”W B A )

Large Woody Debris placement




Cle Elum Flood Plain Reach

Loss Of Lateral Connectivity -

To The Cle Elum Holocene Floodplain T
From 1884 To 2002
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Cle Elum Reach Properties

74 acres

proposed




Cle Elum Reach Properties




Cle Elum Reach Propertles cont.

‘Hanson
—Ponds Slde-
Channel




Lower Cle Elum Reach




_ower Naches Flood Plain

EOES

Revetments
Roads

Loss Of Lateral Connectivity
To The Naches Holocene Floodplain
From 1884 To 2002

2500
2000
Hectares

1500

1000

43% of the
Holocene
Floodplain is still
connected

ench t ibil
o the mainstem Yakima River
422 ha (—43%) remain connected.

Alterations 1884-1915
Alterations 1916-1964
Alterations 1965-2002

Yakima Reaches Project, 2002




Lower Naches Floodplain




Holmes Restoration Phase | -2006

> Funding:

o Community Salmon Fund
Grant

o Mid-Columbia Regional
Fisheries Enhancement
Group

> Phase | Work Elements:
o FISh By-Pass
o« Road Decommission
o Riparian Planting
o In stream Restoration




Holmes Property

PCSRF
SRFB
Suncadia/




Holmes Property
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KITTITAS COUNTY

Holmes
Fish Bypass

Tax Lats
Cities
| | Ellensburg
Kittitas
R os Iy
Cle Elum
South Cle Elum
Fish Bypass
Headworks/

Qutlets

::Bypass Piping
1431 Liner Feet

Acldak:0c) 21, I005; b




Fish Screen
Removed-Knife
Gate added for
Coho By Pass

-

T,

Fish By Pass-
from the
acclimation pond
to below the
spawning reach



KITTITAS COUNTY

Holmes NFVWF
Roads

I Coho Acclimation _
/Pond __ Spawning Reach
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Two Roads
Straddled the
Riparian Gallery



Road and Shoreline
Ripping for Planting



Phase |

~3,000 ft of
shoreline







Community Work Party —April 2006

Partnered with Cascade Land

>60 Volunteers! .
Conservancy 5



meriCorps Crews Bat Clean Up
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Enhancement

Works
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Coho Redd Counts

/_

~50% increase in redd #s
@ Holmes last 3 yrs
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Redd Chart
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Females

Redd Counts
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Redd Disparity
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Redds Per Basin

		Nile Cr.		0		0		2

		Cowiche Cr.		0		5		5

		Yakima R, Canyon		0		0		0

		Yakima R, SSD		32		14		12

		Yakima R, Roza/Gap		4		11		38

		Marion Drain		8		21		1

		Ahtanum Cr		11		30		11

		Buckskin Cr.		9		35		67

		Naches		45		87		72

		Upper Yakima		3		33		57
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YK basin redd counts

		

		YAKIMA BASIN COHO REDD COUNTS 1989-

				89		90		91		92		93		94		95		96		97		98		99		00		01		02		03		04		05

		Lower Naches R.		8		NA		NA						0		0		NA		NA		6		NA		33		0		0		9		6		7

		Marion Drain		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		8		21		1

		Ahtanum Cr		25		4		3						NA		0		7		2		79		14		26		37		11		11		30		11

		Buckskin Cr.		8		NA		NA						NA		2		0		1		23		8		32		29		4		9		35		67

		Nile Cr.		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		2

		Cowiche Cr.		25		0		0						0		2		0		4		43		21		6		10		0		0		5		5

		Lower Satus Cr.		13		0		NA						NA		NA		NA		NA		8		NA		0		0		0		0		3		0

		Wide Hallow Cr.		8		0		NA						NA		18		0		16		34		0		0		0		1		1		0		0

		Yakima R, Gap/Gap		NA		NA								11		1		1		0		0		24		34		8		4		12		13		0

		Yakima R, Roza/Gap																				55		30		9		7		4		4		11		38

		Yakima R, Canyon																				3		0		2		4		0		0		0		0

		Yakima R, SSD																				1		54		74		13		NA		32		14		12

		to Granger

		Naches																								130		38		19		45		87		72

		Upper Yakima																														3		33		57

		Total		87		4		3		0		0		11		23		8		23		252		151		346		146		43		131		258		272

		Nile Cr.		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		0		0		0		0		0		0		2

		Cowiche Cr.		25		0		0						0		2		0		4		43		21		6		10		0		0		5		5

		Yakima R, Canyon																				3		0		2		4		0		0		0		0

		Yakima R, SSD																				1		54		74		13		0		32		14		12

		Yakima R, Roza/Gap																				55		30		9		7		4		4		11		38

		Marion Drain		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA		0		0		0		0		8		21		1

		Ahtanum Cr		25		4		3						NA		0		7		2		79		14		26		37		11		11		30		11

		Buckskin Cr.		8		NA		NA						NA		2		0		1		23		8		32		29		4		9		35		67

		Naches																								130		38		19		45		87		72

		Upper Yakima																														3		33		57



Todd Newsome:
Observed spawning and new redds 1/3/06

Todd Newsome:
A late run of coho, 10 new fish showed up the last week of December 05 and 6 new redds were found.

Todd Newsome:
Observed spawning and new redds 1/3/06
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Holmes Restoration Phase |l -2007
> Funding:

o Mid-Columbia Regional
Fisheries Enhancement
Group

o« Community Salmon Fund
-Kittitas Cons. Trust

> Phase || Work Elements:

o Riparian
lanting/restoration

o IN stream restoration

o Pond outlet-fish passage
Imprevements
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Riparian Restoration
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Salmon in the
Classroom 2007



Irrigation
System
Improvements
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Project Partners -Support

> Kittitas Conservation Trust
(Sponsor)

> Yakama Nation —YKFP

> \Washington State
Department of Fish & Wildlife

> Ellensburg School District
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Strategies to further YSC work

Complete Habitat Conservation Now, Avoid Lost
Opportunities and Increased Costs.

o Utilize BPA habitat acquisition funds and leverage matching
funds (SFRB, MCRFEG, WWRP, other).

Expand landowner outreach and support.

Continue coordination and partnerships with agencies
and organizations.

Work with local governments to implement incentive-
pased habitat protection programs.






Habitat Protection = Long
Term Viability

“Land—they ain’t making it anymore.” ~Will Rogers

Yakima Side Channels
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