
PUBLIC – PRIVATE – TRIBAL
Fostering Successful Collaborations



LEGISLATED POLICIES
State Environmental Policy Act

Growth Management Act
Trust Water Program

Interlocal Cooperation Act

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Protections

Public, Private, Tribal Collaboration Projects



MASTER PLANNED RESORTS

Lands that comprise a self-contained and 
fully integrated planned unit development 

located in areas of significant natural 
amenities, with primary focus on 

destination resort facilities consisting of 
short term visitor accommodations 

associated with a range of developed on-
site indoor or outdoor recreational facilities.

Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan, 2003



MPR SITE-PLAN 
MountainStar ~1999



MPR SITE-PLAN 
MountainStar ~1999

Development proposed 
in the Cle Elum River 

geomorphic floodplain



GOAL: “No net loss of fish and wildlife habitat in 
connection with the development of the MPR”

Cooperative
Agreement

December 2000

WA Dept. of
Fish & Wildlife

A state agency

Trendwest
Resorts

A private corporation

Yakama 
Nation

A sovereign government



Organize and support a qualified land 
and water conservation corporation

Incorporated under the laws of the Sate of Washington, July 2002



Upper Yakima River 
Basin – WRIA 39

MISSION -
Protect and 

enhance fish 
and wildlife 

habitat, 
open space, 
cultural and 
recreational 

resources, and 
scenic views in 

the Upper 
Yakima River 

Basin

GOAL- No net loss of productive fish and wildlife habitat 
in connection with the development of Suncadia Resort



Trendwest Protected Open Space Areas



• Monitor and Steward - on-site MPR 
Conservation Easements (3,500+ ac.)



Conservation 
Easements

Cle Elum River Corridor

~ 1,215 acres

PH3 Natural Open Space

502.4 acres

PH3 Managed Open Space

1,361 acres

Stream “C” Corridor

228.6 acres

PH2 Natural Open Space

130.7 acres

TOTAL  3,437.6 ac.



• Monitor and Steward - on-site MPR 
Conservation Easements (3,500+ ac.)



• Monitor and Steward - on-site MPR 
Conservation Easements (3,500+ ac.)

• Acquisition and Protection - off-site 
Habitat Acreage during build-out



Priority Reaches
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Conservation Easements (3,500+ ac.)

• Acquisition and Protection - off-site 
Habitat Acreage during build-out

• Water Rights Acquisition - Instream 
Flow Enhancement - Yakima Basin



WATER – vital ingredient for habitat & development



BIG CREEK
Fish passage mitigation                 
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• Monitor and Steward - on-site MPR 
Conservation Easements (3,500+ ac.)

• Acquisition and Protection - off-site 
Habitat Acreage during build-out

• Water Rights Acquisition - Instream 
Flow Enhancement - Yakima Basin

• Salmon Habitat Restoration - upper 
Yakima Basin Projects



NORTH FORK 
TEANAWAY RIVER 
CONSERVATION 

EASEMENT

SWAUK CREEK WATER 
STORAGE STUDY

CURRIER 
CREEK 

BARRIER 
REMOVAL

TANEUM CREEK 
FISH PASSAGE 

IMPROVEMENTS

UPPER YAKIMA 
EASTON 
REACH 

RIPARIAN 
ACQUISITION

SUNCADIA 
CONSERVATION 

EASEMENTS

KCT HABITAT PROJECT LOCATIONS



Cle Elum River Corridor
1230 acres geomorphic floodplain



Andy Dittman 2006  
NOAA Fisheries

Lake Cle Elum

Cle 
Elum 
River

Yakima River

Spring Chinook Redds – Lower Cle Elum River - 2006



Salmon habitat / Water conveyance channel



3 log jams



SWAUK CREEK WATER 
STORAGE STUDY

KCT HABITAT PROJECT LOCATIONS

OFF SITE – INSTREAM FLOW & 
AQUATIC HABITAT ENHANCEMENT



SWAUK CREEK 
SPRING 2006

Can 300-500 ac-ft be stored for late season use?



SWAUK CREEK HYDROGRAPH – Water Year 2006
Store early 

season peak 
flows for late 

season 
irrigation = 
more water 
instream for 
fish in dry 

months



UPPER YAKIMA 
EASTON 
REACH 

RIPARIAN 
ACQUISITION

KCT HABITAT PROJECT LOCATIONS

OFF SITE – HABITAT 
ACQUISITION & 

PROTECTION



The Easton Floodplain Reach

Project Location

Dittman et al., 2002



Suncadia

WDFW

State Parks BPA

Suncadia

Hundley 
Family Trust 
~445 Acres

Cle Elum River 
Conservation

Upper Yakima River Riparian - Project Area Map

1 mile

N

W E

S

I-90 
Exit 78



THREAT

Protected 
Parcels

Project Site



Riparian Habitat Types present

Snags & Logs

Instream Riparian forestPonds

Side-channel



Riparian Habitat Types present

Snags & Logs

Instream Riparian forestPonds

Side-channel

BIOLOGIST



Riparian Habitat Benefits

• Protects 1.5 miles of the Yakima River 

• Property is characterized by ponds, wetlands 
and side channels



Priority Reaches



HOLMES PROPERTY 
Yakama Nation Acquisition

Public - Private – Tribal 
Collaboration



PCSRF '02
$42,000

BPA 
MCRFEG
$21,000

SRF Board
$126,000

PCSRF '04
$169,500

Holmes – Acquisition Funding

Funding Gap



PCSRF '02

BPA 
MCRFEG

SRF Board

PCSRF '04

Holmes – Acquisition Funding

Suncadia Resort & 
KCT Contribution



Biological Justification



Biological Justification

• Improved side channel refugia



Holmes Property 
Floodplain Protection



Biological Justification
• Improved side channel refugia

–Juvenile passage



Biological Justification
• Improved side channel refugia

– Juvenile passage
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Biological Justification
• Improved side channel refugia

– Juvenile passage
– Riparian conditions

–Water quality





Biological Justification
• Improved side channel refugia

– Juvenile passage
– Riparian conditions
– Water quality

–Instream flow (water rights)



Holmes Property – Ellensburg Reach

I-90 
West

I-90 East

Side Channel

I-90 
West

I-90 East

Coho Acclimation
Side Channel



Biological Justification
• Improved side channel refugia

– Juvenile passage
– Riparian conditions
– Water quality
– Instream flow

– Coho salmon re-introduction





Salmon in the Classroom



PUBLIC – PRIVATE – TRIBAL
Fostering Successful Collaborations
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