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Major Alluvial Floodplains of the 
Yakima Basin



Comprehensive Flood Hazard 
Management Plans



What all is in a CFHMP?

 Non-Structural Recommendations
Mapping/Modeling other Studies
Changes in Land Use, Suggested 

Future Land Use
 Structural Recommendations

Alterations to Levees, Roads, 
Diversions

Maintain Riverine Function



Floodplain Mapping



New SR 24 Bridge

Levee Below SR 24 Does Not Meet 100 
yr Level, Cannot be Raised.

Set Levee Back From River, 
Rebuild as 100 yr 

BEFORE

Current Situation

 Artificially Wide Reg. Floodplain, 

 Channelized River 

 WWTP Levee Damages 

 Higher Union Gap Flood Levels

 High Potential for I-82 Damage

New SR 24 Bridge

Approx. Area 
Removed From 

Regulatory 
Floodplain 

AFTER

Set-Back Levee (Exact Location 
TBD)

Desired Situation

 Wider Active Floodplain, 

 Accurate Reg. Floodplain

 Enhanced Devel. Potential

 Increased WWTP Protection 

 Lower Union Gap Floods

 Lower Risk of I-82 Damage

Important Near Term Actions
#1 - Levee Set-Back Below SR 24, East Side of River



Lower Naches River Partnership Group





Yakima 
Water 

Treatment 
Plant 

Reach 
Analysis





Location of the Naches River 
Relative to the low point in the 

Floodplain



Changes in How the Corps Fights 
Floods – ESA is finally here



Connections Between Alluvial 
Floodplains



Ponderosa Pine Project



Ponderosa 
Pine 

Planting 
Sites



Questions and 
Discussion 
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