






































Gap in Feb?







Floodplain Needs
 Significant influxes of new funding

 Staffing and coordination to take on large, 
complex projects

 Strong partnership with local governments

 Better understanding of fish use of 
mainstem floodplains





Taneum Creek

45+ Adults 
in 2010







Manastash flow





Taneum Wood Placements



Swauk Floodplain Projects



REECER







Tributary Habitat Needs

 Need to avoid scattering efforts in lower 
priority areas

 Need to agree on priority areas and actions

 Need to quantify goals and monitor 
corresponding outcomes

 Need to focus on land use issues in lower 
reaches of specific tributaries























 Increase ability to manage mainstem flows 
for fisheries

 Quantify, prioritize & implement flows for:
 Smolt outmigration

 Upstream passage of adults

 Juvenile rearing in key reaches

 Address physical impacts of bypasses, etc

Improve Mainstem Flows



Addressing mainstem issues via:
 SOAC and other Existing Mechanisms
 Use of YRBWEP conserved water
 BOR Yakima Operations BIOP
 The Integrated Plan Proposal

 New and Expanded Reservoirs
 Water marketing & conservation
 Aquifer recharge



Mainstem Needs

 Need for NOAA, USFWS and BOR to negotiate a 
workable Biop for Yakima Project Operations

 Need to better understand cumulative impacts of 
existing facilities

 Need research and monitoring to better 
understand what flow improvements would most 
benefit fish

 Support for long-term efforts to address water 
supply issues in the Yakima Basin



Mainstem Flow Presentations

 Weds 10:40 Wendy Christiansen
YRBWEP Integrated Plan Proposal

 Weds 2:00 Andy Johnsen
Lamprey Passage at Yakima River Diversions

 Thurs 4:00 Toby Kock et al
Flow Effects on Smolt Survival Below Roza



Changes since 1980

 Major investments in passage & screening
 Changes in Yakima River management
 Changes in hatchery practices
 Changes in land use (forestry, grazing)
 Improved water quality
 Increasing rate & scale of habitat projects
 Changes in the Columbia River
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Steelhead #s
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Roza #s



What we’ve got to work with…

 $10 million/yr to work with

 Total of ~50 FTEs to manage habitat work

 Spread over ~22 organizations

 Completing 25-35 projects/year

 Average of 1.5 FTEs and $300,000/project

 At $60k/each, FTEs = 30% of habitat total



Welcome Phil Roni

EFFECTIVE WATERSHED RESTORATION:
Key considerations for Planning, Prioritizing 

and Evaluation
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