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Yakima River Basin

• Basin Size = 6,155 sq. 
miles

• Irrigated cropland = 
500,000 acres

• Avg. runoff = 3.3 MAF 
Reservoirs store 1.0 MAF 
Deliveries = 1.7 MAF



• Adjudication ► 30+ year effort to determine rights
• Droughts/Water Shortages ► 1 year out of 4 since 1990

• Anadromous fish runs ► Not sustainable
– Chinook, sockeye coho, steelhead, bull trout ►

Extirpated, reduced, and/or threatened (300,000 to 
960,000 historical, now averaging 8,000).

• Climate change ► Runoff timing changed and changing 
creating less snow and less summer water

Water Problems in the Yakima River Basin



Yakima River Basin - Timeline







YRBWEP Workgroup Members

• Washington Department of Agriculture
• NOAA, National Marine Fisheries 

Service
• Benton County
• Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery 

Board
• Yakima – Tieton Irrigation District
• Yakama Nation – Yakima/Klickitat 

Fisheries Project
• American Rivers
• Kittitas Reclamation District
• Yakima County
• City of Yakima

• Kittitas County
• Yakima Basin Storage Alliance
• Kennewick Irrigation District
• Yakama Nation – Natural Resources
• Washington Department of Ecology
• Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife
• US Fish and Wildlife Service
• Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District
• Roza Irrigation District
• Bureau of Reclamation



• Achieve consensus around a set of strategies for
addressing water supply and streamflow imbalances
as well as other aquatic resource issues

• A plan to move forward with a solution to the basin
water shortages – Final IWRMP

• Affordable and adaptable program that can adjust to
future needs of the basin to accommodate climate
change and population growth

Objectives



• Categories:
• Habitat
• Water Supply
• Structural and Operational Changes

Integrated Water Resource Management Plan  
(IWRMP)



• Seven elements:
• Fish Passage at existing reservoirs
• Habitat protection and enhancements
• New or expanded storage reservoirs
• Groundwater storage
• Enhanced conservation
• Market-based reallocation of water resources
• Structural and operational changes to existing facilities

Integrated Water Resource Management Plan  
(IWRMP)





























• Scoping - April 4 – June 15, 2011
• Draft Planning Report / Programmatic EIS - Fall 2011
• Final Planning Report / Programmatic EIS - Spring 2012

Yakima River Basin Integrated Plan 
Schedule



• Ecology’s Website: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/cwp/cr_yak_storage.html

• Reclamation’s Website: http://www.usbr.gov/pn/programs/yrbwep/

For Information:
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