
 
 
Pests Affecting Forest Health in the Columbia River Gorge 
Todd Murray 
Washington State University Extension PO Box 369 Stevenson WA 98648 
509.427.3931; 509.773.2387 tmurray@wsu.edu  
 
Forest health is key to conserving water quality in the Columbia River area. Multiple 
insects and disease have increased activity in the region, such as the California 
Fivespined Ips, Fir Engraver Beetle and Maple Decline. With reduced rainfall during 
summer, perennial plants such as trees grow susceptible to pests. Until drought conditions 
subside, Columbia Gorge trees can expect and increase in pest problems. This 
presentation will cover the increased pest activity of key forest insects and disease. 


