
Yakima-Klickitat Fishery Projects

198812025:  Management, Data, and Habitat

199701325:  Operations and Maintenance

199506325:  Monitoring and Evaluation

199506425:  WDFW Policy/Technical



 Basin size: 6,155 sq. miles 
with 464,000 irrigated 
acres

 $4.5 billion agriculture
economy

 Historically, second only to 
Snake River in supporting
Columbia Basin salmon and 
steelhead runs

The Yakima Basin



Estimates of Historical Anadromous Fish 

Runs in the Yakima Subbasin as Compared 

to YKFP Planning era Run Size

Species Pre-1900 1980s Avg

Fall Chinook 132,000 600

Spring Chinook 200,000 4,200

Summer Chinook 68,000 0

Coho 110,000 200

Steelhead 80,500 1,800

Sockeye 200,000 0



1855: Treaty with Yakama Nation

1938- Construction of mainstem dams

1970s:  and mitigation hatcheries

1970s: Boldt and Belloni decisions 

U.S. v OR and U.S. v WA

1977- U.S. v Oregon Columbia River 

1988: Fish Management Plans

1980: Northwest Power Act

Historical Timeline



The Council first encouraged BPA 

to “fund the design, construction, 

operation, and maintenance of a 

hatchery 

to enhance the fishery 

for the Yakama Indian Nation as well as  

all other harvesters.” 

(NPPC 1982)

1982



Species Objectives

 ALL STOCKS IN BASIN - TIERED

 SPRING CHINOOK INITIAL STOCK 1997

 COHO FEASIBILITY PART OF PROGRAM

 FALL CHINOOK  1998

 STEELHEAD – MODELING, PLANNING, (and KELT 
RECONDITIONING)

 OTHER STOCKS REVIEWED FOR POTENTIAL



To test the hypothesis that new 

supplementation techniques can be 

used in the Yakima River Basin to 

increase natural production and to 

improve harvest opportunities, while 

maintaining the long-term genetic 

fitness of the wild and native salmonid 

populations and keeping adverse 

ecological interactions within 

acceptable limits.

1996 (Final EIS)



YAKIMA/KLICKITAT FISHERIES 

PROJECT (YKFP) Objectives

 Salmon Supplementation and Reintroduction

 Habitat Acquisition and Enhancement

 Research, Monitoring and Evaluation

 Ecosystem Modeling (to support these efforts)

 Data Management and Sharing

 Project Administration and Management



Information Management

Databases:  

hatchery brood collections, spawn, rear, and release;

juvenile outmigration; harvest; dam counts;

redd counts/ timing; spawner survey info

Excel Summary Files and Maps:  

Run reconstruction; spawner/redd distribution; 

Annual run size and escapement; etc.

Reports and Publications:

Forecasts, Annual Reports, Manuscripts



Information Sharing

 RMIS

 PTAGIS

 Streamnet/CAX

 DART

 https://www.cbfish.org/Project.mvc/Index

 https://yakamafish-nsn.gov/fish-data

 PAR, Meetings, Seminars, and Manuscripts

 Emails and special data requests

200900200:  Status and Trend Reporting

200850700:  Inter-Tribal Monitoring Data

https://www.cbfish.org/Project.mvc/Index
https://yakamafish-nsn.gov/fish-data


Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project

Co-Management Structure
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Adaptive Management

• Internal Project Review (Nov)
 Discuss what is/is not working
 Strategies for improvement

• Compile and Report annual results 
(Nov-May)  Project review (June)

• STAC/MIPT proposals (as needed)
 Technical review
 Prepare draft decision documents 

• Policy Group meetings (monthly)
 Discuss/review project status
 Decision (action) documents



BPA
•Funding

•NEPA

•Review

NPCC
•Review

•Priority

•5 Yr. Plan

USFWS
•ESA

•Fish Health

•Mitchell Act/Marking

BOR
•Passage

•Water

•Facilities O & M

•Phase II Screens

USFS
•Habitat

NOAAFish
•ESA

•Physiology

•Homing

Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project
Cooperating Agencies

YSFWRB
•Habitat



Yakima Basin Integrated Plan
Workgroup Members

 Federal Agencies
 Bureau of Reclamation
 National Marine Fisheries Service
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
 U.S. Forest Service
 U.S. Arm Corps of Engineers

 Yakama Nation
 Washington State Agencies

 Department of Ecology
 Department of Agriculture
 Department of Fish and Wildlife
 Department of Natural Resources

 Local Governments
 Benton County
 Kittitas County
 Yakima County
 City of Yakima

 Irrigated Agriculture
 Kennewick Irrigation District
 Kittitas Reclamation District
 Roza Irrigation District
 Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District
 Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District

 Other Stakeholders
 American Rivers 
 Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board
 Yakima Basin Storage Alliance
 Trout Unlimited



 Restore and enhance environment, fish and  wildlife, 
including fish passage at federal dams

 Improve water supply during drought years  (70% 
proratable supply)

 Provide for efficient and adaptable water supply 
management

 Contribute to sustainable economy and 
environment

Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Goals







YKFP Yakima Basin Habitat Projects

199603501:  Yakama Reservation Watersheds

199705100:  Side Channels/Land Aquisition

199206200:  Lower Valley Wetlands Restoration

199200900:  Fish Screens O&M

200739800:  Tributary Access and Habitat


