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 Distribution and status of Yakima Basin bull trout

 Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan

 Bull Trout Working Group

 Projects on the ground
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 15 recognized populations; 12 genetically distinct

 Most are isolated in non-anadromous areas

 Impacted by dams & reservoir operations

 Much of the headwater habitat is in good condition

 Highly protective fishing regulations 

 Local extirpations in last decade

 Highly vulnerable to climate change
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Indian Creek redd counts have been down significantly, ranging from 

10-49 redds annually since 2013.



Rattlesnake Creek, American River and Crow Creek continue to have 

below average redd counts. 



• The NF Ahtanum had zero redds in 2015 and 2 in 2016. 

• The MF Ahtanum has had <10 redds annually since 2012.

• The SF Ahtanum had zero redds in 2015 and 2016.
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 WDFW focus on bull trout since 1980s

 USFWS listing in 1998

 USFWS Draft Recovery Plan completed in 2001

 Yakima Bull Trout Technical Team convened to help 

draft Chapter 21 on the Yakima Basin

 2012 Bull Trout Action Plan





 Written collaboratively between 2010-2012

 Led by YBFWRB with support of the reconvened 

local Bull Trout Working Group

 Goal was to define actions that will benefit bull 

trout populations

 Action Plan         Recovery Plan 

 It is a detailed assessment of limiting factors and 

possible restoration actions for each population



Bull Trout 
Working 

Group

Open membership; 
Meets every 2 months

Respect 
authorities and 

initiatives of 
partners

Informal 
accountability

Go-to place to share 
updates and coordinate 

activities





 2016-2017 Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan (BTAP) 

update

 Update and maintain the bull trout resource library

 Gather institutional knowledge before retirements

 Provide input on bull trout projects and mitigation 

included in the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan

 Secure funding for bull trout projects and 

coordination



Year-long process to 
develop new actions 

and revise 2012 
actions

Ensure the BTAP is 
consistent with the 

2015 USFWS Final Bull 
Trout Recovery Plan

Met on a rotating 
cycle to review 

priorities and next 
steps

Initial update is 
nearing completion!!







Upper Yakima Basin eDNA Assessment



Upper Yakima Basin eDNA Assessment

Timeline: Mid-July through September, 2017

Objectives: 

1. Determine presence and distribution of populations that are considered 

functionally extirpated; &

2. Expand our knowledge on the distribution of our most imperiled populations 



Upper Yakima Basin eDNA Assessment

Bull Trout Task Force



Temperature MonitoringMonitoring for DewateringPosting signage

Over 6,500 people directly educated

400+ rock dams removed

Bull Trout Task Force



Upper Yakima Basin eDNA Assessment

Bull Trout Task Force

Clear Creek Dam Fish Passage



Clear Creek Dam Clear Lake Spillway

Clear Creek Dam Fish Passage Assessment: “For all intents and purposes it 

appears to be impossible for an adult Bull Trout to migrate up the spillway 

channel.”



Upper Yakima Basin eDNA Assessment

Bull Trout Task Force

Clear Creek Dam Fish Passage 

Gold Creek Habitat Restoration



Natural analog site upstream of RM 2

Proposed roughened floodplain concept

 KCT has completed an 

assessment of aquatic 

conditions in Gold Creek and is 

designing restoration strategies 

to restore critical functions to 

the creek. 

 Actions could include 

narrowing and stabilizing 

stream banks, restoring 

floodplains, increasing stream 

complexity with large wood, 

encouraging regeneration of 

riparian forests, and increasing 

the number of deep pools with 

cover.



Upper Yakima Basin eDNA Assessment

Bull Trout Task Force

Clear Creek Dam Fish Passage 

Gold Creek Habitat Restoration

Bull Trout Demographic and Habitat Surveys



Next steps:

• Use data to inform Large Woody 

Habitat placement proposed by KCT

• Repeat snorkel surveys in both streams

• Complete habitat survey in Kachess 

River

• Process macroinvertebrate samples?

• Use data as baseline for future 

restoration projects



 Dedicated staffing is necessary

 Consistency is key

 Regular meetings and attendance from members

 Building relationships and keeping it fun

 Arrange small planning meetings and work 

sessions between Bull Trout Working Group 

meetings



 Development of a statewide program to support 

bull trout recovery 

 Expanding our model to other basins

 Building regional support for bull trout recovery

 Continuing to build community, both locally and 

regionally

Photo: William Meyer, 

WDFW.





Thanks to all of the partners who 

support bull trout recovery!

David Child,

Yakima Basin Joint Board
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