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Why is there a concern about forests in central 
Washington?  
 
What events triggered the formation of Tapash?  
 
Where is the Tapash landscape?  
 
Our mission and how we are organized.  
 
How we are accomplishing our goals. 
 
Collaborating and collaboratives.  
 
 
 



DNR Forest Health Report 2014 



2015 Cougar Creek Fire  -  55,000 Ac 
Yakama Reservation 



Photo courte      
Yakama Nat   



A brief history of the Collaborative… 



2003: TNC and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
work together to purchase over 10,000 acres in Tieton 
Canyon from Plum Creek Timber 
 
 
2006: TNC collaborates with WDFW to transfer all 
but 640 acres to WDFW Oak Creek Wildlife Area.  
 
 
2007: Tieton Conservation Action Plan (CAP) sessions lead  
to memorandum of understanding that facilitates land 
managers to work together across ownership boundaries 
 
 
2007-2008: The Tieton Collaborative expands its scope to 
include the Yakama Nation and is renamed the Tapash 
Sustainable Forest Collaborative  





Tapash Sustainable Forest Collaborative  
is working “to improve ecosystem health and 
natural functions of the landscape through 

active restoration projects backed by the best 
available science, community input, and  

adaptive management” 





Terrestrial 
Landscape 
Evaluation 

Aquatic 
Landscape 
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Terr. Landscape 
Rx 

Aquatic  
Landscape Rx 

Integrated 
Project Pipeline 





Fuel Reduction Thinning Results. Before (left) and after (right) fuel reduction thinning.  
Eastern Washington Forest Health: Hazards, Accomplishments and Restoration Strategy.  A Report to 
the Washington State Legislature. October 2014 



Prescribed fire is professional fire — don't try it at home 

In the Spring of 2016, the Washington State Legislature passed  
House Bill 2928, the Forest Resiliency Burning Pilot project.  

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/House Passed Legislature/2928-S.PL.pdf








Same site, after a ~100 
year flood. 







 

Outcomes 
 

• Increased connectivity  
• Better linkage 
• Quicker response 
• Coordinated  enhancement efforts 
• More cost effective 
• Consistent management 

 
 

 
 
Support “Working Forests” which 
will assure the protection of 
infrastructure 



Washington State Forest Collaboratives 

 Tapash Sustainable Forest Collaborative 
 Northeast Washington Forestry Collaborative 
 North Central Washington Forest Health 

Collaborative 
 Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition 
 Pinchot Partners 
 South Gifford Pinchot 
 Darrington Forest Collaborative 
 Olympic Forest Collaborative 

 
 





Olympic Forest  

Darrington  

Collaborative 

Collaborative 

The Forest and 
Community Roundtable 
is a diverse group of 
stakeholders and 
governments who have 
come together to 
advocate for investment 
in locally driven large 
landscape forest 
restoration and 
community preparedness 
projects that further our 
shared goals for 
improving the resilience 
of Washington’s 
communities and forests 





Anchor Forests:  
   More Than Trees 

 
 

Protecting our 
People, Places, Communities  
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